
Step 1
HOMEWORK NONE.

Step 2 Persuasive Essay A Day: 12/12/16
B Day: 12/13/16

Step 3
Start the 
Welcome Work

Journal #18: Kite Runner Essay (page 39)
1. What was easy/hard about this essay?
2. What do you think you need help on still?
3. What grade do you think you will get, looking at the 
rubric?







IntroductionsWEAK SAUCE!

• Include a plot summary of the novel
• If you know you’re writing about Amir and Hassan, give context about Amir and 

Hassan! This prevents plot summary in your body paragraphs!

• Brainstorm words that need are important to understand the novel as 
whole (in regards to the prompt), and figure out how to weave them in.
• Amir

• Privilege

• Afghanistan
• Pashtun/Hazara
• Journey for redemption
• Unlikeable narrator/point of view



Introductions:

• THEMES:
• Good vs. meh

• Student example: 

• Pronoun Agreement
• An individual one

• Boo! One should ignore their past and move on.

• YAY! One should ignore his or her past and move on.

• YAY! People should ignore their past and move on.



• An individual has achieved redemption and reached a  peaceful state  
of mind when they have made amends with the past  through 
sacrifices.

• Through sacrifice, one can make amends with the past to reach redemption.



The moving fictional novel, The Kite Runner, written by Khaled 

Hosseini, explores the complicated life of a privileged and egotistical Afghani 

boy named Amir who makes tragic mistakes. When his best friend Hassan, his 

Hazara servant, is raped, Amir doesn’t prevent it; their relationship crumbles 

and Amir’s mistake haunts him through adulthood. It’s this repression of guilt 

that ultimately leads to self-hatred, and Amir’s struggle to face the past 

leads him on a journey of redemption. Hosseini uses symbolism and ironic 

diction to convey that an individual who is burdened by his past wrongdoings 

can only find redemption through self-sacrifice.

Student example



Body paragraphs

• Context and Assert device was okay

• Avoid plot summary, but also, you can’t just jump into talking about a 
character if you haven’t yet given context (this is why the tailored 
introduction is important)



PROOF

•Proof Generally most of you embedded
• You should be using TWO quotations at this point!
• Hosseini’s craft Parallelism! Imagery! 1st person POV

• The reader is positioned to understand…



ANALYSIS

• Device analysis should be thorough. 
• Some of you USE THE GREEN SHEET!

• Some of you Forget the green sheet! Use the concepts, but put it in your own words!

• Connect to Amir’s relationship with the past

• You had to mention how the novel ends if you’re going to talk about 
redemption or forgiveness. 



Writing (in general)

• Combine sentences. It’s taking three sentences to say something you 
could in one. 

• HINT Look for overuse of linking verbs or sentences that start with 
the same word in a row. 
• Is am are was were be

In your journal:
4. What did you get? Do you think it’s fair? What will improve on your next 
essay?



Conclusion

• Restate thesis using different words

• Connect to bigger concepts. How does this matter relate to current 
society?



Persuasive Essay

• 20 points on your final!

• Don’t forget a counter-argument.



HOMEWORK:

• Study for your final!

• Extra credit essay revisions Directions on the website


