
Step 1
Take out your 
homework.

Vocab 1-4 worksheet

Signed Syllabus (Cut off the signed part!)

Supplies on your desk.

Step 2

Write down today’s date 
and title.
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Step 3

Welcome Work

Answer the following questions using complete sentences and the vocabulary 
word.

1. What is a feature or trait you have that you like to accentuate?
2. What is something you aspire to be?
3. What is the most bizarre food combination you like to eat?
4. Would you boycott school uniforms if you were told to wear one?



Organizing your materials:

• 5 tabs

1. Daily Notes

2. Vocabulary

3. Grammar

4. Important Handouts

5. Portfolio



Grammar Mini-Lesson: Capitalization





What is a memoir?



Writing a six-word 
memoir...

In November 2006, writer and editor Larry Smith 
issued a challenge to fans of his Web publication, SMITH 
Magazine. 

Inspired by Ernest Hemingway's legendary shortest of 
short stories ("For sale: Baby shoes, never worn"), 
Smith asked his readers to describe their lives in six 
words. The Six-Word Memoir contest officially ended 
after a month, but the stories kept coming. 

Five years on, participants have contributed more than 
half a million mini-memoirs. Smith has published five 
compilations of the intensely personal accounts and 
continues his online quest to spark the creativity of 
aspiring writers. 

"There is inspiration everywhere," he says. "Even if 
you don't think you're a storyteller, you are."





Still like to play with matches.

• What can we infer about this person? 

• Does it tell a story? 

• So, does this one work?



What about these?

• I like to eat pepperoni pizza. 

• I really love my dog. 

How can we make them better?





• Rubric



Writing a six-word 
memoir...

In order to narrow down a life into 
six words, a writer needs to begin 
with many words and ideas.    

Follow these instructions to 
complete a six-word memoir. 



Start with a list

List as many words, topics, memories, or 
personality traits as you can about yourself –
activities you do, items, belongings, places you like, 
and feelings you have. 

Don’t edit, cross out, change, or rewrite words.  
Don’t worry about spelling –

just write.  

You are going for quantity, so write as much as you 
can in about three minutes.  You should fill at least 
one full page.



OR







HOMEWORK: A DAY

• DUE Tuesday, September 1
• Capitalization worksheet

• THREE 6 Word Memoirs written out
(Rough Draft—no need to make them pretty!)

Due Thursday, September 3
• FINAL Draft 6WM



HOMEWORK: B DAY

• DUE Wednesday, September 2
• Capitalization worksheet

• THREE 6 Word Memoirs written out
(Rough Draft—no need to make them pretty!)

Due Friday, September 4
• FINAL Draft 6WM


