
Step 1
Take out your homework.

-Imagery notecard
-Vocabulary 5-8 wkst.

Step 2

Write down today’s date 
and title.

6WM and Vocabulary Review

A Day: 9/8/16

Step 3

Welcome Work

NO JOURNAL TODAY! 

On your post-it, write down five important moments from your life.



What is a memoir?



Writing a six-word 
memoir...

In November 2006, writer and editor Larry Smith 
issued a challenge to fans of his Web publication, SMITH 
Magazine. 

Inspired by Ernest Hemingway's legendary shortest of 
short stories ("For sale: Baby shoes, never worn"), 
Smith asked his readers to describe their lives in six 
words. The Six-Word Memoir contest officially ended 
after a month, but the stories kept coming. 

Five years on, participants have contributed more than 
half a million mini-memoirs. Smith has published five 
compilations of the intensely personal accounts and 
continues his online quest to spark the creativity of 
aspiring writers. 

"There is inspiration everywhere," he says. "Even if 
you don't think you're a storyteller, you are."





Still like to play with matches.

• What can we infer about this person? 

• Does it tell a story? 

• So, does this one work?



What about these?

• I like to eat pepperoni pizza. 

• I really love my dog. 

How can we make them better?





• Rubric



Writing a six-word 
memoir...

In order to narrow down a life into 
six words, a writer needs to begin 
with many words and ideas.    

Follow these instructions to 
complete a six-word memoir. 



Start with a list

List as many words, topics, memories, or 
personality traits as you can about yourself –
activities you do, items, belongings, places you like, 
and feelings you have. 

Don’t edit, cross out, change, or rewrite words.  
Don’t worry about spelling –

just write.  

You are going for quantity, so write as much as you 
can in about three minutes.  You should fill at least 
one full page.



OR







Vocabulary Review

1. Write the word in the center.

2. Write the definition under it.

3. Find four pictures from the magazines related to your vocabulary word.

4.   Glue the pictures in each corner of the paper.

5.  Under each picture, write a sentence about that picture using the   
vocabulary word.

• USE CORRECT CAPITALIZATION AND SPELLING!



Listen as I count you off.

Listen as I tell you where each number should go.



Decide who is going to say what!

• Present!



HOMEWORK: A DAY

• DUE Monday, 9/12
• 6 Word Memoir (mini-project grade!)


